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H IGHLIGHTS 
 REPAIR expeditions: Georgia, Bulgaria and 

Romania (May – July) 
 

REPAIR PROJECT-RELATED EXPEDITIONS –  

 

One of the central groups of activities is to identify the 
common environmental pressures such as: 

 the water pollution,  

 pollution of tourist areas, as well as those 
impacting the protected areas, their  
biodiversity in the Black Sea Basin countries; 

Also, to classify the problematic issues and priority 
measures needed to support and reach the elaboration 
of joint model programs to help mitigate the impact on 
the aquatic ecosystems, the Black Sea costal zones and 
of the project assigned river basins. 

In order to achieve the above, several expeditions have 
been organized in the river basins of Rioni, Georgia, the 
Prut, Romania and Moldova, Kamchia, Bulgaria with one 
to be still in the planning process for the Sakarya River 
in Turkey. Such an activity proved to be an opportunity 
to get the local experts from participant organizations 
actively involved. Below, a few hints about the 
expeditions already developed: 

 

1. EXPEDITION IN GEORGIA 

Successfully organized between 20 – 29th of May on the 
Rioni Basin area, it got together a total of 15 
participants from all partner organizations.  

Several different activities on site were successfully 
developed such as meetings with authorities, NGOs and 
many stakeholders; the discussions held with the central 
representatives of the Ministry of Environment and 
Natural Resource Protection of Georgia, Office of the 
State Minister of Georgia on European & Euro-Atlantic 
Integration provided the participants with the needed 
information at high level; visits were paid to the Tbilisi 
Project Office of ABC – the project leader, and the 
planned sites for water sampling throughout the Rioni 
river basin. 

 
Photo of water sampling in Georgia 

 In Chiatura, the expedition members took water 
samples from the Rioni River tributaries in Imereti and 
met with 2 NGOs representatives: the Darkveti Women’s 
Council and the Shukruti Women’s Initiative Group 
United with Common Interest and owners of the 
degraded soil. The expedition continued in Kutaisi, 
taking samples from tributaries in Racha-Lechkhumi 
region where they visited ‘farmer’s House”, a cattle 
farm and met with “Afkhazintercont” refugee 
organization. The participants took samples from the 
Rioni Delta and the Rioni basin in Samegrelo and Imereti 
region and also analyzed the samples using fast testing 
kits.  

The official data from the water analysis in the Rioni 
river basin have been provided to all partners and 
included in the report. 

 

2. EXPEDITION IN BULGARIA  

Successfully organized between 05-14th of June 2014 on 
the Kamchia River Basin area, the activity secured 
participation of a total of 12 participants from all 
partner organizations; the planned objectives were 
met following the example of the Georgia one. 

 The BDCA’s project office was visited, as well; the 
expedition was started in Grozdiovo village where the 
participants could visit the neighbourhood areas, 
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observe the agriculture lands along river Kamchia and 
its tributaries along Eleshnitsa and Tsonevo Dam, the 
farm and winery house “Salla Estate” in Bluskovo, 
popular with its organic and natural agricultural 
practices. 

 

 Photo of expedition participants at CORESA1 boat demonstration 

Water samples were taken from Eleshnitsa and 
Tsonevo, from Preslav and Arkovna, Sava, Grozdiovo, 
Poda and Kamchia estuary, from a total of 11 
monitoring stations. All of these water samples were 
analyzed by the project team with a fast sampling kit 
for the Iron, PO4, Ammonia, PH, Nitrates, Salt 
parameters; four water samples have been provided to 
the authorized laboratory in Varna as part of the 1 year 
measurements done by BDCA. The sediment samples 
from 5 monitoring stations are to be analyzed by the 
Turkish partner, AHDER.  

 The team visited, observed and took pictures of the 
Kamchia estuary and the coastal maritime area; also 
met with the local authorities and the Black Sea 
Women’s Association – 2000 in Dolni Chiflik; 
altogether, they successfully shared experience and 
information concerning the measures to secure 
protection of surface waters caused by nitrates 
pollution and best agricultural practice, highlighting 
the direct involvement of women. BDCA also held a 
demonstration of a hydrographical survey boat 
CORESA1, developed by CORES Ltd. that is used for 
innovative water sampling. 

 

3.EXPEDITION IN ROMANIA  

Successfully organized by the ECCG between 19 – 27th 
of July 2014, the expedition team had the opportunity 
to cover more than 1.000 km along the Romanian 
stretch of the PRUT River; the careful planning secured  

the interest and involvement of the governmental 
entities such as the Border Police and the Water 
Authority-ABA Prut-Barlad together with their county 
Water Service Operator which assisted the expedition 
group all the way whether it was sampling or exchange 
of experience or, ultimately protection. 

The participants from Bulgaria, Turkey and Georgia 
arrived in GALATI Town on the 19th of July, just in time 
to get the expedition started at the ECCG HQ’s with 
welcoming greetings, introductions and a brief 
description of the route done; then the group departed 
by van along the Prut River Floodplain for the 1st 
destination, IASI Town, a capital of Romania in the 
XIXth century, a famous university and cultural centre. 
The day ended up with a visit paid to a traditional folk 
museum.  

The expert from the ABA Prut Water Authority joined 
the group and the journey continued northwards, 
toward the STANCA Hydro Technical Complex and the 
DAM, approx. 110 km far from IASI. Welcomed by the 
general Manager, Mr. Vucovici, the group benefited the 
description and viewed the entire area with its 
impressive hydro power structure jointly built within 
1973-1978 by Romania and the former Soviet Union, 
now jointly managed with Republic of Moldova; aim 
was to secure the borders, provide electricity, keep 
the water level under control downstream and avoid 
flood risks, but the impact on the ecosystem has been 
huge. The first water and sediments samples were 
taken from both the Reservoir and the Prut River. 

 
Photo of the expedition participants at STANCA DAM 
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The expedition was also marked by: 

 a very successful meeting hosted by the ABA 
Prut Authority attended by representatives of 
the CORONA Foundation, Women’s and  
BIRDWATCH Associations; the Significant 
Water Management Issues (SWMI) was the main 
topic of discussions 

 a visit paid to the ABA Laboratories 

 Water and sediments sampling taken from 
TUTORA site, downstream of Iasi Town 

 Water and sediments sampling from the Husi-
Albita area, on the way back to Galati Town 

 
Photo of the expedition at ABA Prut Authority HQ 

In Galati County, the expedition visited the OANCEA 
Municipality, a village near the border with Moldova, 
and enabled a meeting with the vice-mayor and several 
locals on the environmental issues and the measures to 
be taken; an assessment of the Mata-Radeanu Wetland 
under the control of the Galati County Association of 
Hunters and Anglers a heaven for waterfowls and flora, 
and a recreational area of about 600 ha for fishermen 
and nature lovers. 

At ECCG HQ, express analysis has been completed with 
the samples available. 

The expedition continued with the following activities: 

 A trip to SIVITA village on the Prut River 
for water and sediment sampling; 

 A press conference and a seminar attended 
by approx. 25 representatives of local 
Administration, Galati  Water Operator, 
Environmental Protection Agency and of 
NGOs; 

 The whole group went to the area where the 
Prut River flows into the Danube River, very 
close to GIURGIULESTI, border between 
Romania and Moldova, about 10 km far from 
the Town.  

 Trip to Garboavele forest a NATURA 200 
objective, visit to a museum with old XIX 
century houses  

 
Conclusion: ALL three expeditions proved to be the best 
opportunity of strengthening the cooperation and 
partnerships that are so much needed to secure 
protection of the Black Sea ecosystem.  
 
Follow-ups: 

  3rd project workshop in Chisinau on July 28th -
29th 

 MOLDOVA expedition on July 31st – 7th of August 
 
More info on the expeditions and the project: 
www.blacksea-repair.org 
 
 

 
Photo of the Prut river at Stanca Dam 

 
 
 
 
Irina Atanasiu, Project Coordinator River Basin Prut  
Petruta Moisi, Environmental expert at ECCG 

 

 

Eco Counselling Centre Galati 
 

Basarabiei Street No. 2, Galati 800201, Romania 
Tel: +40 236 499 957, Fax: +40 372 877 585, 

e-mail: eco@cceg.ro, web: www.cceg.ro 
fb: www.facebook.com/ecocounsellingcentre.galati 

 

http://www.blacksea-repair.org/
http://www.cceg.ro/
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HHII GG HH LL II GG HH TT SS   
 The Project REPAIR 
 River basin areas under interest  
 1st Project meeting Varna, Bulgaria, October 2013 
 Information exchange between partners 

 

TTHHEE  PPRROOJJEECCTT  RREEPPAAIIRR  
The project REPAIR (Regional Cooperation for Black Sea 
River Basins Environment Protection from Agricultural 
Polluters) is funded by the Black Sea Joint Operational 
Programme (JOP), Project № 2.2.1.73799.317_MIS-ETC 
1638. It’s implemented in partnership between five 
organizations from Black Sea countries: Agro-Business 
Consulting (ABC), Georgia; Disaster Preparedness and 
Earthquake Training Centre (AHDER), Turkey; Regional 
Environmental Centre (REC) Moldova; Pro Rural Invest 
(PRI),  Moldova; Black Sea - Danube Coastal Association for 
Research and Development (BDCA), Bulgaria; Eco 
Counselling Centre Galati (ECCG), Romania. 

The main objectives of the project are: To promote cross 
border cooperation of monitoring and protection of Black Sea 
coastal zones and river basins; To increase joint knowledge 
and expertise for elaboration of river basins environmental 
action programs within the European research area; To 
strengthen data networks, promoting integration of 
instruments, methodologies and activities in the field of 
environmental protection of coastal areas in the Black Sea 
Regions. Activities include Increasing Joint Expertise in the 
Sector; Preparation of Research Methodologies; Creation 
and Development of Information Data Networks; Increasing 
Public Awareness with Active Involvement of Women; 
Preparation of ‘River Basins Protection from Agricultural 
Polluters - Environmental Action Programs’. Final 
beneficiaries of the project results are people from coastal 
communities, local authorities, environmental authorities, 
tourist companies and complexes, fishing industry, and 
other. The duration of the project is 22 months, starting on 
1st of August 2013. 

RRIIVVEERR  BBAASSIINN  AARREEAA  UUNNDDEERR  IINNTTEERREESSTT  
Project will investigate the pollution of agricultural 
pollutants in the catchment areas of four rivers flowing into 
the Black Sea. These are rivers Rioni, Georgia; river Prut, 
Moldova, river Kamchia, Bulgaria and river 
Sakarya, Turkey. Four expeditions with the participation of 
local experts from participant organizations will be 
organized in the four rivers of interest. Partners will collect  
and  analyze  hydrology,  and  ecology data, and 
finally will draw Environmental Action Programs to reduce 
agricultural pollution. 

The Rioni river is a 327 km long river which pass western 
Georgia and flows into Black Sea. Its average annual 
discharge varies from at village Glola is 27.3 m3/s, at 

Kutaisi 134 m3/s, at Sakochikidze  - 406 m3/s. The Rioni 
annual contribution is 12.9m3 water and large amount of 
hard runoff in the Black Sea. Average annual amount of the 
hard runoff increases from the mouth to the enter spot, up 
to 6.9 mln t at Sakochakidze. The Rioni is characterized of 
medium salinity (150-300 mg/l) and belongs to hydro-
carbonate class according to ionic composition. There are 
constructed several hydro-electric power plants on the 
river.  The Rioni and its tributaries are used for irrigation, 
also for water supply purposes for former factories and 
plants.  

Kamchia River with a length of 245 km and catchment of 
5358 km2 is one of the largest and highly loaded river 
systems in Bulgarian Black Sea basin watershed. It starts 
from the confluence of two rivers springing from Eastern 
Stara Planina (Golyama Kamchiya and Luda Kamchiya), 
and flows into Black Sea, some 25 km south of Varna. The 
average discharge varies from 1.136 m³/s at the village of 
Ticha to 26.287 m³/s at the mouth.The Kamchia reserve is 
under the protection of UNESCO. The main pollution 
sources are industrial, its water is affected by anthropogenic 
inputs, including high content of organic matter and 
nutrients. 

 

The river Prut is a 953 km long river. In part of its course it 
forms Romania's border with Moldova and Ukraine. The 
source is in Carpathian Mountains, the mouth is in Danube 
river, close to the Danube delta – Black sea. The catchment 
area of the river basin is 27,500 km2. The average discharge 
is 110 m3/s. Main tributaries are : Cheremosh, Jijia Racovăţ, 
Lăpuşna. 

Sakarya River is 824 km long including its 58,160 km2 
drainage basin which covers 7.5 % of Turkey’s acreage. Its 
average flow rate is about 190 m3/s. The basin, which is 
located between the middle and Northern-east Anatolia, is 
under moderate to near normal dry climate. The river is used 
for recreation, industry and agriculture. Important facilities 
discharging POPs, nutrients, heavy metals, some other 
chemicals The basin also receives 260 million m3 domestic 
discharges annually. The catchment area also includes 
hydro-electrical and thermo-electrical power reactors. 
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WWOORRKKSSHHOOPP  MMEEEETTIINNGG  VVAARRNNAA,,  BBUULLGGAARRIIAA  
2288--2299  OOCCTTOOBBEERR  22001133  
The first workshop of the Project “Regional Cooperation for 
Black Sea River Basins Environment Protection from 
Agricultural Polluters” (REPAIR) was held on October 28 
and 29, 2013 in Varna, Bulgaria, Hotel ‘Golden Tulip’, Hall 
‘Mone’. Meeting was organized and hosted by the BDCA, 
Bulgaria. The project group attending the meeting consisted 
of 12 experts from all 5 countries represented within the 
project (ABC Group - Georgia, AHDER – Turkey, ECCG – 
Romania, PRI - Moldova, REC - Moldova, BDCA - Bulgaria).  

 

Invited speakers and external experts, relevant to the project 
topic were also invited to attend the presentations and the 
round table discussions. A key lecture on the Environmental 
Protection of Black Sea: Strategies, Policies, Conventions, 
Programs, was delivered by Mr. L. Ikonomov, Observer, 
Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC), Black Sea JOP.  

A statement on Bulgarian Black Sea Basin Directorate 
(BSBD) Activities for Environment Protection from 
Agricultural Polluters was delivered by Mrs. Kalinka 
Kamenova, Black Sea Basin Directorate, Bulgaria, member 
Advisory Group Land Based Sources, Black Sea 
Commission for environmental protection. 12 presentations 
on the ongoing and forthcoming activities were delivered by 
project experts attending the workshop.  

A round table discussion was carried out to discuss the work 
plan and project progress, as well as to advice further 
efficient actions to implement planned project activities. In 
addition, a meeting of the Coordination Board took place to 
summarize result of the workshop and provide decision for 
further coordination of joint activities. Interviews for the local 
media was provided by the project coordinator for Kamchia 
River basin area after closing the workshop meeting.It was 
decided that the next project workshop meeting will take 
place in Istanbul, Turkey, in April 2014.  

IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  EEXXCCHHAANNGGEE  BBEETTWWEEEENN  PPAARRTTNNEERRSS  
The way of data exchange, and the parameters that has to 
be included in the future database of the project were 
discussed during the 1st Workshop Meeting in Varna, 

Bulgaria on 28th-29th October. These parameters were 
divided into 4 groups - Geographical data, Hydrology data, 
Ecology data and Legislative documents. 

The technical data will cover all 4 researched basins - 
Kamchia, Prut, Rioni and Sakarya. Different groups of data 
will be provided by partners and will be processed in a 
common way before publishing to the web page. The 
monitoring that is subject to happen for a period of 12 
months will start in March/April 2014, and will include 
measurement primarily of hydrology and ecology 
parameters of water environment in all river basin areas of 
the project. 

Data will be collected and processed in a uniform way for 
all river basins. This way the data provided by different 
partners will be uniform and there will be no differences in 
the outputs.  

Collection and analysis of hydrology and environmental 
data for river basin areas will be one of the most important 
outputs of this project.  

 

An example structure of the data that will be included in the 
database is illustrated above.  

RREEPPAAIIRR  CCOONNTTAACCTTSS::  
Nino Sikharulidze (for the Project Coordinator), ABC Georgia  
e-mail: abc@abcgroup.ge;  www.abcgroup.ge 

Valeri Penchev, BDCA Bulgaria 
e-mail: office@bdcabg.org; www.bdcabg.org 

Victor Cotruta, REC Moldova  
e-mail: info@rec.md; www.rec.md 

Viorel Gherciu, PRI Moldova 
e-mail: vgherciu@gmail.com; www.rural.md 

Mirela Leonte, CCEG Romania 
e-mail: eco@cceg.ro; www.cceg.ro 

Erdal Bayraktar, AHDER Turkey 
e-mail: info@ahder.org; www.ahder.org 
 
Issued by: 
© Black Sea-Danube Association for Research and Development (BDCA) 
Varna, Bulgaria, December 2013 
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HHIIGGHHLLIIGGHHTTSS  
 Launching REPAIR project web-site 
 Good practices selection 
 Rioni River Pollution Data  
 REPAIR project highlighted in Turkish press 
 BS JOP news: The next programming period   

 
 

LLAAUUNNCCHHIINNGG  RREEPPAAIIRR  PPRROOJJEECCTT  WWEEBBSSIITTEE    
The official REPAIR project website was launched 
on 31 January 2014. The website contains detailed 
information about project objectives, main activities, 
partners involved in, various project events, 
workshop meetings, expected results. 

 
One important component of the website is the data 
network that will provide information about: 

 Who is who: Information & links to international, 
regional, national and local authorities, 
organisations, institutions, governing bodies 

 Conventions, law, regulations: links to international, 
regional, national and local conventions, law, 
regulations 

 River Basins data: will provide detailed historical 
and actual data upon hydrology and 
environmental parameters about river basins 
studied within the project - Prut, Rioni, Kamchia 
and Sakarya river basins. 

The Data network component will be developed and 
supplemented for the whole duration of the project 
in terms of data exchange between all partners.  

GGOOOODD  PPRRAACCTTIICCEESS  SSEELLEECCTTIIOONN    
Project partner BDCA, Bulgaria has studied several 
good practices of reducing pollution from agriculture 
sources within the Kamchia river basin area. The 

following three practices were identified as "good 
practices", with respect to reducing river pollution 
from agricultural sources: 

 Treatment plant cattle ranch, Ecomax innovation 
Ltd. - specially designed treatment plant for 
livestock farms. The technology solves the 
problems with landfill and composting of animal 
waste, turning them into premium fertilizers. 
Combines 3 steps in one: purifying, drying, 
composting. 

 The new Municipal wastewater treatment plant of 
Veliki Preslav (2013) - purifies the city waters, 
previously directly discharged into Kamchia River. 

 Numerical flood model developed by CORES Ltd. 
for assessing the environmental impact of flooding 
at Kamchia estuary. The model has been 
developed to forecast inundation caused by flash 
floods, and evaluate environmental impacts. The 
model can be used for both risk and environmental 
impact assessment. 

RRIIOONNII  RRIIVVEERR  PPOOLLLLUUTTIIOONN  DDAATTAA  
Project partner Agro-Business Consulting (ABC), 
Georgia has launched the implementation of the 
project activity to gather data on the pollution of the 
river Rioni.  

The subcontracted company, for the purposes of the 
project - Rural Investment Support (RIS) - will collect 
and analyze data on the Rioni river pollution from 
agricultural production. The contract has duration of 
eight months. First results will be published in May 
2014. 

Similar activities will be undertaken also by the other 
project partners regarding the Black Sea rivers 
Kamchia (Bulgaria), Prut (Romania / Moldova), and 
Sakarya (Turkey).  

Activities for collection and analysis of hydrological 
and environmental data on pollution of the river basins 
in the Black Sea region are of paramount importance 
to achieve the project objectives.   
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RREEPPAAIIRR  PPRROOJJEECCTT  HHIIGGHHLLIIGGHHTTEEDD  IINN  TTUURRKKIISSHH  PPRREESSSS  
After the first press release by project partner 
AHDER (Disaster Preparedness and Earthquake 
Training Centre), Turkey, two publications about the 
activities of the project REPAIR were released in the 
Turkish press: 

 an article published in Milliyet electronic 
newspaper; 

 an article published in Yenigun newspaper;  

 

The above publications highlight the importance and 
timeliness of the project, as well as the significance 
of the cooperation of Black sea countries within the 
BS JOP CBC programme.  

Information for the above publications can be found 
also on the web-site of AHDER: www.ahder.org 

The Turkish project partner AHDER will host the next 
workshop meeting. The workshop will take place in 
Istanbul, Turkey in April 2014.  

BBSS  JJOOPP  NNEEWWSS::  TTHHEE    NNEEXXTT    PPRROOGGRRAAMMMMIINNGG    PPEERRIIOODD            

22001144--22002200   (source BS JOP Newsletter 9, 2013) 

As the 2007-2013 ENPI CBC Programmes are 
closing to the end, the preparations for planning the 
new Programmes for the 2014-2020 period are now 
under way. 

In the view of elaboration of the next ENI CBC Black 
Sea Basin Joint Operational Programme, a Joint 
Programming Committee was established with the 
involvement of all participating countries. The Joint 
Programming Committee is partnership structure with 
a strategic decision-making role in the programming 
process of the BSB Programme 2014-2020. 

The first meeting of the Joint Programming 
Committee was held on 18th of April 2013 in 
Bucharest, Romania. The event was organized by 
the Ministry of Regional Development and Public 

Administration as Joint Managing Authority for the 
Joint Operational Programme “Black Sea Basin 
2007-2013”, and it marked the official launch of the 
official launch of the 2014-2020 programming 
exercise. The discussions were focused on the main 
necessary steps, the main milestones and the 
indicative timeline of the new programme. 

The second meeting the Joint Programming 
Committee for the future ENI CBC Black Sea Basin 
Joint Operational Programme 2014-2020, was held 
on 20th June 2013 in Constanta, Romania. The 
discussions were focused on the future managing 
structures (Managing Authority – MA and Audit 
Authority - AA) of the ENI CBC Black Sea Basin Joint 
Operational Programme 2014-2020. 

The Ministry of Regional Development and Public 
Administration, Romania was nominated as the 
Managing Authority for the new ENI CBC Black Sea 
Basin Joint Operational Programme 2014-2020, as a 
confirmation of the successful cooperation in the 
framework of the current Black Sea Basin 
Programme 2007-2013, which must be continued in 
the future programming period.  

Also the Joint Programming Committee has 
nominated the current Audit Authority to continue its 
mandate for the future ENI CBC Black Sea Basin 
Joint Operational Programme 2014-2020. 

  

RREEPPAAIIRR  CCOONNTTAACCTTSS::  

Nino Sikharulidze (for the Project Coordinator), ABC Georgia  
e-mail: abc@abcgroup.ge;  www.abcgroup.ge 

Valeri Penchev, BDCA Bulgaria 
e-mail: office@bdcabg.org; www.bdcabg.org 

Victor Cotruta, REC Moldova  
e-mail: info@rec.md; www.rec.md 

Viorel Gherciu, PRI Moldova 
e-mail: vgherciu@gmail.com; www.rural.md/ 

Mirela Leonte, CCEG Romania 
e-mail: eco@cceg.ro; www.cceg.ro 

Erdal Bayraktar, AHDER Turkey 
e-mail: info@ahder.org; www.ahder.org 
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H IGHLIGHTS 
 REPAIR Project Summary 

 Prut River Basin overview 

 Workshop meeting in Istanbul, Turkey 

 ECCG selection of good practices in water 
management issue 

 

REPAIR PROJECT- Stands for the ‘Regional Cooperation 

for Black Sea River Basins Environment Protection from 
Agricultural Polluters, funded by the Black Sea Joint 
Operational Programme (JOP), under the 
2.2.1.73799.317_MIS-ETC 1638 identification code. Total 
funding: 1,011,875.15 EUR 

It is being jointly implemented by five partner 
organizations from Black Sea countries: Agro-Business 
Consulting (ABC), Georgia; Disaster Preparedness and 
Earthquake Training Centre(AHDER), Turkey; Regional 
Environmental Centre (REC) Moldova; Pro Rural Invest 
(PRI),  Moldova; Black Sea - Danube Coastal Association 
for Research and Development (BDCA), Bulgaria and Eco 
Counselling Centre Galati (ECCG), Romania, its  main 
objectives being: to promote cross border cooperation 
with view to monitoring and protection of Black Sea 
coastal zones and river basins; to increase joint 
knowledge and expertise needed for elaboration of river 
basins environmental action programs and plans within 
the European research area; to strengthen data 
networks, promote integration of instruments, 
methodologies and activities in the field. Activities 
include: increase joint expertise in the Sector; prepare 
the research methodologies; create and develop 
Information Data Networks; increase public awareness 
and get  women actively involved; design the 
‘Environmental Action Programs’ to secure river basins 
protection from agricultural polluters’. Final 
beneficiaries of the project’s outcomes and results are 
people from coastal communities, local authorities, 
environmental authorities, tourist companies, fishing 
industry, and others. 

THE PRUT RIVER BASIN, project-targeted river and the 

second longest tributary of the Danube River with a 
total length of 952.9 km, borders Romania and Ukraine ( 
where it springs) along 31 km and Romania and Moldova 
along 711 km in the North-Eastern part of Romania; its 
total catchment area is of 27,500 km2, but, in Romania 
alone is of 10,867 km2 integrating the Counties of 
Botosani, Iasi, Vaslui and Galati with a population of a 
little more than 2 mil inhabitants, and a density of 

112inhab/km2. The Prut River flows into the Danube 
River southwards of Galati County just before the 
Danube changes its direction eastwards towards the 
Delta and the Black Sea, 150 km away. The river and its 
248 tributaries secure water services to 15 urban 
centres inhabited by more than 1 million people, to 
which another million adds up from the rural area 
(54.7%) It discharges into the Danube at 110m3/s. 
Photo: ro.wikipedia.org 

 

In the area of our joint action project there are nine (9) 
natural lakes of which seven (7) are within the Galati 
County alone; two (2) Ecoregions are representative for 
the PRUT RB: Pontica and Eastern Plains out of the total 
of 25 Ecoregions listed in Annex XI under the EU Water 
Framework Directive requirements. The largest 
Reservoir in the area stretches behind the Stanca – 
Costesti Dam jointly built by Romania and former URSS 
in early seventies of the XXth Century that also caused 
severe hydro-morphological alterations to the 
downstream riverbed and ecosystems. 

The total area of the protected habitats covers an area 
of 66,395.05 ha; in 2007 alone, one (1) natural park and 
12 natural reserves have been officially declared 
protected areas. The Prut River basin is an important 
Bird Area along the migratory flyway southwards, to 
Danube Delta and the Black Sea. 

There are 260 human aggregations of > 2,000 i.e. and 11 
aggregations with <2,000 i.e. lacking wastewater 

ro.wikipedia.org
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treatment facilities. Until 2018, all the urban centers of 
more than 100,000 i.e. must own tertiary waste water 
treatment component (Botosani, Iasi, Vaslui, Galati). 

The industrial and agricultural activities, to which the 
household pollution adds up, are the main pollution 
source: nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus are 
frequently reported as exceeding the standard limits 
because of poor manure management, use of chemical 
fertilizers and, also, of phosphorus –containing 
detergents in high percentage. Our REPAIR project 
assists the farmers to get involved in developing better 
nitrates  reduction management by providing topic 
related information, training and field trip experience 
about worth following good practices, an overview of 
new technologies for waste processing, and more. (See 
Good Farming Practices Selection) 

The positive and hopeful aspect is that the Prut River 
has been a border area with Rep. Moldova for more than 
half a century and this led to the existence, still, of 
fertile valleys, lined with orchards and vegetable 
gardens; much of it is irrigated because of changes in 
climate patterns, with droughts and desertification as 
main threats to the area. 

WORKSHOP MEETING ISTANBUL, TURKEY, 
10-11 APRIL 

Hosted by AHDER, Turkey, and held in Istanbul, at Green 
Park Hotel Taksim, proved successful as all the project’ 
partners’ representatives from ABC Group - Georgia, 
AHDER – Turkey, BDCA – Bulgaria, PRI- Moldova, REC-
Moldova and ECCG, Romania committed themselves to 
it. The ADHER and ABC group leaders welcomed the 
participants and opened up the meeting, followed by a 
brief introduction of each group member.  

Speakers from each partner organization (6) presented 
the latest information relevant to the meeting agenda: 
research methodologies, Action Plans. The ADHER 
external experts (3) presented key data-related lectures 
on water (mr. Halim Aytekin Ergul) and, also, on 
agriculture (Mr. Aykan Karademir); The Georgia’s 
representative provided guidance to us all presenting 
main topics of the Environmental Action Programs using 
the Rioni River Basin as a model.  

 
Issues of communication, public and stakeholders’ 
participation were detailed by Petruta Moisi, ECCG and, 
on women’s involvement in particular, by the invitee 
Esma Adiguezel. The round table discussion focused on 
the progress reports and forthcoming activities: 
trainings, workshops and expeditions; recommendations 
and advices were provided and gladly accepted to boost 
efficiency and performance. The workshop helped 
clarify the timeframe and, also, highlighted the 
partners’ involvement in publications, webpage and 
data sources. A dining Turkish night out and a cruise 
along the Bosphorus Strait added up to the successful 
workshop as a very pleasant experience and an 
incentive for better cooperation ahead. 

GOOD FARMING PRACTICES SELECTION 

1. Reed-bed wastewater treatment plant in the 
outskirts of the Mastacani Commune, Galati County-
pilot project of ECCG “Clean Waters-Healthy People, 
PHARE CBC 

2. The ‘TARZII’ Dairy Farm form Oltenesti locality, 
Vaslui County, is appreciated as a good model to 
follow with view to manure / slurry management that 
farmers face.  

3. Manure Storage Platform built in the Stefanesti 
Village, Botosani County, and in Calarasi Town in the 
frame of a World Bank-funded project “Agricultural 
Pollution Control”.  

CONTACT: 

Irina Atanasiu, Project Coordinator River Basin Prut  
Petruta Moisi, Communications expert at ECCG 

 

 

 Eco Counselling Centre Galati 
 
Basarabiei Street No. 2, Galati 800201, Romania 
Tel: +40 236 499 957, Fax: +40 372 877 585,  
e-mail: eco@cceg.ro, web: www.cceg.ro 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

     3rd REPAIR workshop 

     REPAIR  Prut  Expedition  highlighted  in 

Moldavian press 

    Prut River 

     REPAIR expedition in Republic of Moldova 
 

The 3rd REPAIR workshop 
 

On the 28th  and 29th  of July 2014 in Chisinau, the NGO 

“ProRuralInvest” (PRI) Moldova hosted the 3rd workshop 

in the framework of REPAIR the project. This meeting 

aim was to summarize the results of the 1st year of ac- 

tivities of each partner country focused on the project’s 

objectives: strengthening partnership and cooperation 

in the Black Sea region and, by working together, com- 

ing up with solutions for common area problems and 

promoting the environmental sustainability. 

 
Activity Report 

for the 1st year 

of the REPAIR 

Project activ- 

ity, presented 

by each part- 

ner, included 

the      impedi- 

REPAIR Prut Expedition highlighted in 

Moldavian press 
 
The article was published in 

the August edition of “NA- 

TURA” magazine by REC 

Moldova (Regional Environ- 

mental Centre of Moldova). 

In article general informa- 

tion about the aim and the 

most important activities 

planned to be organized 

during the REPAIR project 

implementation, the route 

and the program of the ex- 

pedition on the right border 

of the Prut River were pro- 

vided. 

 
The dissemination of the magazine coincided with the 

1st day of the expedition. 

 
Prut River 

 

Prut is located in the South-East part of Europe, spring- 

ing in Ukraine from the Carpathian Mountains and flow- 

ing into the Danube River near Reni, a locality on Roma- 

nian-Moldova border, crossing landforms represented by 

mountains, plateaus, hills and plains. 

Participants of the third workshop in Chisinau ments  encoun- 
tered by the organization during the implementation 

and achievement of the project objectives. The project 

partners’ representatives were from ABC Group - Geor- 

gia, AHDER – Turkey, BDCA – Bulgaria, PRI- Moldova, REC 

Moldova and ECCG - Romania. 

 
Moreover during the workshop, the activity plan for the 

2nd year of project implementation, organization and 

deployment of the expeditions on the Prut and Sakarya 

rivers,  the  Environmental  Action  Plan  development 

for the river basins covered by the project etc. were 

agreed. 

The Prut River is the second largest tributary of Danube 

with a total length of 952,9 km. It is a typical border 

river defining the border between Romania and Ukraine 

on 31 km and between Romania and the Republic of 

Moldova on 711 km of its length. 

 
The main characteristic which defines Prut is biodiver- 

sity. Despite the fact that the floodplain was reduced, 

due to the dikes for flood protection, the natural habi- 

tats and its species are still well preserved and their 

conservation status led to designate the Prut River as 

“Natura 2000 site” and a Natural Park and Reserve. 
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REPAIR expedition in Republic of Moldova 
 

 
From 31st of July to 9th of August 2014, in the Republic 

of Moldova the expedition on the River Prut, from the 

segment Costesti - Stinca dump until the Giurgiulesti 

southernmost point was organized, in the framework 

of the project REPAIR, EU, BS CBC, ‘’Joint operational 

program’’ – ‘’Black Sea Basin’’ 2007-20013. 

 
The Prut River is a border river between the Republic of 

Moldova and Romania and this expedition on the River 

Prut was the second one (the first was organized by the 

Eco-Consulting Centre Galati, Romania – partner in this 

project).The aim of the expedition was to take water 

and sediment samplings from the Republic of Moldova 

border, to meet the local government and NGOs and to 

analyze the influence of agricultural practices on water 

pollution. 

 
The expedition team was formed by the representatives 

of project implementer organizations - ABC – Georgia, 

AHDER – Turkey, ECCG – Romania, BDCA – Bulgaria and 

REC Moldova and ProRuralInvest from the Republic of 

Moldova. The experts of the expedition had meetings 

with representatives of environmental NGOs and local 

administrations of three 

districts (Falesti, Glode- 

ni, Cahul). The experts 

were informed about 

the agricultural prac- 

tices and the measures 

undertaken by local ad- 

ministrations and envi- 
 

Meeting with environmental NGO in Cahul 

ronmental NGOs in 
promoting organic 
farming and protection 
of water sources. 
During the expedition 
10 water samplings and 3 
sediments samplings were 
taken. Each water sample 
was taken in duplicate; a part 
of the water samplings was sent 
to the laboratory and another part 
was used for express-tests (Iron, Mn, 
Nitrate/Nitrite, Salt, pH and PO4) 
which were made in the REC Moldova 
office. The sediment samplings 
were taken by the representative 
of the AHDER, Halim Aytekin Ergül 

for detailed analysis. 

 
During the expedition, the experts 
were accompanied by a representative of the 

State Hydrometeorological Service, Cazac Valeriu. 

 
 
 

Regional Environmental Centre Moldova 
 

31, Alexei Mateevici street, MD 2009 

Chisinau, Republic of Moldova 

Tel: (+373 22) 240997 

Fax: (+373 22) 240998 

E-mail: info@rec.md 

Web page: www.rec.md 

 
 

ProRuralInvest 
 

98, 31 August 1989 street, office 411, MD-2004 

Chisinau, Republic of Moldova 

Tel: (+373 22) 23 78 02 

Fax: (+373 22) 23 50 80 

E-mail: vgherciu@gmail.com 

Web page: www.rural.md 
 

Sediments sampling 
 
Water sampling 

mailto:info@rec.md
http://www.rec.md/
mailto:vgherciu@gmail.com
http://www.rural.md/
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

      Sakarya River 

      REPAIR expedition in Turkey 

 Training „Regional Cooperation for the Black 

Sea  River  Basin  Environmental  Protection 

from Agricultural Polluters - REPAIR” 
 

 

Sakarya River 
Sakarya stream has 824 km length. It has 58160 km² of catchment 

area and 188.70 m3/s flow rate annually. The catchment area con- 

sists of 3 regions; these are the upper, middle and lower Sakarya. 

Porsuk and Ankara streams are the most important tributaries of 

Sakarya stream. 

 
Sakarya delta in the lower Sakarya region has the feature of a 

natural conservation area and holding important ecological val- 

ues for Georgia. 28 plants from the region are in the red book 

list. Being on migrating birds’ route, rich in wetlands and wildlife 

is among other ecological values for the catchment area. 

 
Porsuk stream, which is connected to Sakarya stream in the mid- 

dle part, carries wastes, especially from food and textile indus- 

try to the stream. According to researches, it seems that heavy 

 

REPAIR expedition in Turkey 

From 22 to 30 October 2014, in Turkey was organized the expedi- 

tion on the River Sakarya in the framework of the project REPAIR. 

 
The expedition team was formed by the representatives of proj- 

ect implementer organizations - ABC – Georgia, AHDER – Turkey, 

ECCG – Romania, BDCA – Bulgaria and REC Moldova and Prorural- 

invest from Republic of Moldova. The experts of the expedition 

had meeting with representatives of environmental NGOs and 

local government of four districts. The experts were informed 

about the agricultural practiced and the measures undertaken by 

local government and environmental NGOs in promoting organic 

farming and protection of water sources. 

 
Before the expedition, several field studies conducted and 12 

soil, sediment and water samples were collected along Lower 

Sakarya Basin. Also, 9 samples were taken from Black Sea. These 

sampling points were around the point where Sakarya River flows 

into the Black Sea. Evaluation and analyses on these water, soil 

and sediment samples are still ongoing. 

 
During the expedition 5 water samples 3 sediment samples and 

3 soil samples from agricultural fields were taken. Each sample 

was taken in 3 duplicates. Water samples split in two parts and 

one part was used to make spectrometrically analysed for Nitrite 

(NO2), Nitrate (NO3), Ammonia (NH3) and Orthophosphate (PO4)

metal levels, especially Ni and Cu, are above acceptable levels. 
In the lower parts of the stream, forest industries and irrigation 

areas are present. 

 
According to the information above, it could be said that Sa- 

karya stream and its catchment area are being subject to various 

negative effects, especially of anthropogenic origin. Polycyclic 

AromaticHydrocarbons (PAHs), heavy metals and, above all, pes- 

ticides, should be monitored in both waters and sediments. Be- 

cause these pollutants accumulate in the living tissue, attach to 

the food chain and affect both human and other living organisms’ 

life quality. 

using Hach-Lange DR5000 UV-VIS spectrophotometer. Also, dis- 
solved oxygen, salinity, conductivity, chlorophyl-a, temperature, 

pH, turbidity and total dissolved solid measurements were made 

in the field using Hydrolab DS5 Data Sonde. Remaining samples 

of water, soil and sediment were transfered to Kocaeli University 

Hydrobiology Laboratory for further analysing. 

 
During the expedition, REPAIR Team met with WWF Turkey. Team 

also met with a person who is a representative of Local Agricul- 

tural, Food and Livestock Directorship. During the expedition in 

Sakarya, the team visited local farms and discuss about usage of 

pesticides in their farms. 
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Training „Regional Cooperation for the Black Sea River Basin Environmental Protection 

from Agricultural Polluters - REPAIR” 
 

Eco Counselling Centre Galati (ECCG/CCEG) organized a training 

session within the REPAIR PROJECT  on 23-24 October 2014 at 

ECCG HQ’s. 
 

The project’s general objective is to contribute to strengthening 

partnerships and cooperation in the region, to promote and apply 

mutual environmental solutions, create equal gender opportuni- 

ties, get the civic society and public administration involved so as 

to secure better protection to the environment, mitigate gender 

discrimination, update the knowledge and information  and pro- 

mote new tools and methods. 
 

The main goal of our training session was to provide the latest 

information regarding the management and river basin man- 

agement plan within the Prut-Barlad Basin so as to improve the 

active involvement of  the Civic Organizations, NGOs and local 

administration. Also, to share the experience of project part- 

ners regarding river basins, experience gained  about legislative 

issues, integrated river planning, in-field expeditions in the part- 

ner’s countries, as well. 
 

The topics and activities in the training: 

•  E.U.’s Romania’s aquatic resources management-overview; 

•  Water Framework Directive and Nitrates Directive 

•  Significant Water Management Issues in the PRUT – BARLAD 

RB( ABA, Iasi ); 

•  Measures to reduce pollution caused by  agriculture in the 

Galati County; 

•  Impact of the Aquaculture - specific type of activities consid- 

ering the problems caused by the effluents from fish farms 

(Galati, Lower Danube University of Galati); 

•   Public participation in water conservation. Institutions, 

target groups, key stakeholders; The role of coastal commu- 

nities and NGOs 

•   Flood, drought, bank erosion: initiatives, measure to miti- 

gate their impact; 

•   Water quality monitoring in river basin Kamchia. 
 
The event was organized and hosted by the ECCG with the par- 

ticipation of the water management specialist, Mrs. Anca Savin 

from Prut-Barlad River Basin Administration and capacity building 

specialist, Mr. Biser Banev from BDCA, Bulgaria. 
 

The training session provided the 22 participants, representa- 

tives of the local authorities, NGOs and educational units such as 

teachers and university professors. 

 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
The training event  helped particpants to be more cooperative 

and open to the new aspects in water management, forge new 

friendshipss and partnerships, all having in mind how to better 

protect the environment, mitigate gender discrimination and 

promote new tools and methods. 
 

The project implementation benefits new contacts and resource 

persons, wider framework for potential future cooperation. 
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